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“There was a debate concerning whether the social work profession was responsible to
issues around people of color,” says Rebecca Myers, special assistant to the executive
director of the national office of NASW in Washington, D.C. “A benchmark study of social
work [see http://workforce.socialworkers.org/studies/nasw_06_execsummary.pdf] showed
that the profession is not as diverse as the client base. We have to recruit a more diverse
population. Hurricanes Katrina and Rita really put the issue in your face. A lot of things
about poverty and race converged.”
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